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A great many old friends and neighbors of Mrs. Lord 
and the family, from out of town were present at the funeral 
from Sandwich, Hinckley, Aurora, Big Rock, Yorkville and 
La Salle. 



JAMES K. BLISH 1843-1920. 

James K. Blish, President of the First National Bank, 
former member of the legislature from that district, and 
long one of Kewanee's best known citizens, passed away 
peacefully at his home, comer of Tremont street and Cen- 
tral boulevard, Kewanee, at 1 o'clock Sunday morning. Feb- 
ruary 22, 1920. Death was due to pernicious anemia, of 
which he had been a victim since a year ago last November. 

Mr. Blish was in his 77th year, his birth having been 
May 2, 1843. His parents were Charles C. and Elizabeth P. 
Blish. The genealogy of the family, in which Mr. Blish was 
greatly interested, and which he helped to complete, shows 
that all of the name of Blish are descendants of Abraham 
Blish, who was in Duxbury, a part of the Plymouth colony. 

Mr. Blish 's grandfather. Col. Sylvester Blish, came to 
Wethersfield in 1837. Col. Sylvester BHsh was the father 
of Chas. C. Blish and Wm. H. Blish, two men whose names 
are familiar to older residents of Kewanee. 

James K. Blish acquired his early education in the Union 
school of Wethersfield and Kewanee and afterward became a 
student at Ann Arbor, and in 1862 he entered the University 
of Michigan, from which he was graduated with the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts in 1866. His college days being ended, 
he returned to his home in this county and was identified with 
farming interests in Wethersfield township for three years. 
His alma mater conferred upon him the Master of Arts degree 
in 1876. After devoting three years to farming he went to 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, where he entered the firm of Kiter, 
Bonar & Blish, manufacturers of blank books, his identifica- 
tion with the house continuing two years, after which he dis- 
posed of his interest there and went to Chicago, where he 
entered the employ of J. W. Middleton, engaged in the same 
line of business, until the disastrous fire of 1871. 
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He then returned to Kewanee, and became a law student 
in the office of Howe & North, the senior partner being Judge 
John H. Howe, who a year later was appointed by President 
Grant as chief justice of the territory of Wyoming. Mr. Blish 
then continued his law practice under the direction of Levi 
North, and while pursuing his law course was elected justice 
of the peace, being the youngest man who had ever filled that 
position in Kewanee. 

In 1873 Mr. Blish passed the required examination before 
the judges of the supreme court at Springfield, among whom 
was the venerable Sidney Breese, and being thus admitted 
to the bar, opened a law office in Kewanee, where he followed 
his profession for many years. At the time of his death he 
was one of the oldest representatives of the bar in the county 
in years of continuous practice. He won for himself very 
favorable criticism for the careful and systematic methods 
which he followed. He had remarkable power of concentra- 
tion and application, and his retentive mind often excited the 
surprise of his professional colleagues. As an orator he stood 
high, especially in the discussion of legal matters before the 
court, where Ms comprehensive knowledge of law was mani- 
fest and his application of legal principles demonstrated the 
wide range of his professional acquirements. The utmost 
care and precision characterized his preparation of a case and 
made him one of the successful attorneys in Henry County. 

Mr. BUsh had also become known in business circles and 
since 1894 he had been the honored president of the First 
National Bank, which was organized in 1870, at which time his 
father was elected president and so continued for about 
twenty years. Various other corporate interests had bene- 
fited by his wise counsel and sagacious judgment in business 
affairs. He took a leading part in the organization of the 
Kewanee Building and Loan Association and was chosen its 
first secretary. He also assisted in organizing the Kewanee 
Electric Light Company, now the Consolidated Light & Power 
Company and was prominently identified with a number of 
other business enterprises that have promoted the welfare 
of the city. 
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While the life work of Mr. Blish was pre-eminently that 
of a successful practitioner of law he was ever mindful of his 
duties and obligations of citizenship and he labored earn- 
estly and effectively for the benefit of the city along many 
lines. He was one of the organizers of the Kewanee public 
library and served for twelve years on its board of directors. 
For thirteen years he was president of the Kewanee Fair 
Association, which he had aided in organizing, and for four 
years he was a member of the board of county supervisors, 
during which time he served on the building committee for 
the erection of the Henry county courthouse. His service as 
a member of the school board covered eighteen years, during 
which period he acted for a part of the time as its secretary 
and at all times was a stalwart champion of the cause of 
public education, promoting its interests through the employ- 
ment of competent teachers and the adoption of improved 
methods of instruction. Called to the city council, he served 
as alderman for several years and exercised his prerogatives 
in support of every measure which he deemed of municipal 
benefit. In politics he was a Democrat. He had been a dele- 
gate to nearly all the state conventions of his party and in 
1888 was one of the presidential electors. His highest po- 
litical honors were conferred upon him in 1902, when he was 
elected minority representative to the general assembly of 
Illinois for the thirty-seventh district composed of Bureau, 
Henry and Stark counties. 

Mr. Blish was married twice. On December 25, 1867, in 
Chicago, he married Miss Mary E. McManus. There were 
three children of that marriage, Carrie Elizabeth, who died 
at Council Bluffs ; James Louis, now living in Fond du Lac, 
Wis., where he is practicing dentistry ; and Bertha Belle now 
Mrs. J. E. Shepardson, Belhaven, N. C. Mr. Blish ^s first wife 
died in 1883. He again married October 5, 1886, in Cam- 
bridge, his bride being Miss Amy Mason Ehodes. To them 
were bom three children, Elizabeth, now Mrs. A. D. Brook- 
field, of Kansas City, Mo., Matthew R., of New York City and 
Asa E., of New York City. 

Mr. Blish was numbered among the pioneer residents of 
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Henry county, where he spent his entire life and served for 
several terms as president of the Old Settlers Association. 
Mr. Blish was a member of the Illinois State Historical 
Society and by his interest and counsel greatly aided the 
Association. The funeral of Mr. Blish occurred on Tuesday, 
February 24, 1920, at his late residence. Rev. Thomas E. 
Nugent, pastor of the First Congregational Church of Ke- 
wanee, officiated. 



OTTO C. BUTZ, 1857-1920. 

Otto C. Butz died suddenly at his home in Winnetka, 
Sunday, May 2, 1920. Mr. Butz was born in Chicago, a son 
of Casper Butz. After graduating from the University of 
Michigan, he entered the practice of law in Chicago. He was 
associated with Francis Lackner, Amos C. Miller and F. E. 
Von Ammon. Mr. Butz was a close friend of the late Theodore 
Roosevelt. During the war a pamphlet which he wrote de- 
nouncing the HohenzoUern dynasty and setting forth the war 
aims of the United States, was circulated widely in America 
by the government and was dropped inside the German lines 
by American aviators. He was a member of the University 
and Hamilton clubs and the Chicago Bar Association, the 
Illinois State Historical Society, and a director of the Chicago 
Title & Trust Company. 

Many an American boy of German descent died under the 
flag to defeat a Germany betrayed by Potsdam, and at home 
older men of the same breed gave of their substance and their 
moral influence to support them. Of these one of the leaders 
was Otto Butz, an American of the lineage of revolutionary 
'48, a citizen saturated in American ideals, as stanch and 
whole-souled a lover of our common country as any descend- 
ant of the Mayflower company. Like Carl Schurz, Mr. Butz 
was American because to him America meant certain princi- 
ples of human liberty and democracy. Therefore he had no 
doubt about this duty either before we entered the war or 
after. He saw with clear eyes what was wrong in modern 
Germany and used his fine intelligence and moral weight in 
an attempt which did not fail of effect, both to serve this coun- 



